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Wed 7/3 Council Planning Meeting 7:00 PM Notice
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Mass
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Deacon’s Teaching
By Deacon Chris Christopher

What Does the Church Teach about Heaven?

Psalm 42-43 sings of the human heart’s deepest longing: “As the deer longs for streams of water, so my soul longs for you, O God. My being thirsts for God, the living God. When can I
go and see the face of God?” (Ps 42:2-3)
Even those who aren’t aware of such a longing - even those who don’t believe in God - yearn to see
him, because he created them for this very purpose. They may search for ultimate happiness in other
places; they may mistake this deep desire as a longing for something else. But in the end, only God
himself will satisfy them.
Our desire for God in fact corresponds to his own desire for us. Though we have broken our relationship with him through sin, he woos us to return from our faithlessness, and he delights in our love (see
Hosea 3:1-5; Zephaniah 3:16-20). If we repent and embrace his offer of reconciliation through his Son, Jesus
Christ, we are called to a life of grace that transforms us into Christ’s own likeness (2 Corinthians 3:18).
This new life begins in the present world and continues beyond death if we die in God’s friendship.
Once we are perfected, it culminates in eternal joyous fellowship with the Most Holy Trinity: “We shall

be like him, for we shall see him as he is” (1 John 3:2).
The “beatific vision,” as it’s called - the unending sight of God’s face that grants perfect blessedness is the full and final union with him we know as “heaven.” Such a communion of life and love with God,
shared with all his angels and saints, defies description (1 Corinthians 2:9). But Scripture speaks of his
mystery in imagery that suggests its perfect goodness and glory: the Father’s house (John 14:2-6); a river of life-giving water (Revelation 21:6; 22:1); the heavenly Jerusalem studded with gold and jewels
(Revelation 21:1-4, 10-21); a crown (1 Corinthians 9:25); radiant light (Revelation 21:23-25; 22:4-5); a wedding
feast (Revelation 19:7-9).
The Christian hope of heaven anchors and transforms our lives even now, for “everyone who has
this hope based on [God] makes himself pure, as he is pure.” (1 John 3:3).

Next month we’ll deal with

How Can a Loving God Send People to Hell?
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Lecture’s Lagniappe
by Russell D. James

Faith. Faithful. These are words that we Catholics use a lot. The word "faith" has different meanings, de-

pending on the context. Right now, the universal Church is in the Year of Faith, celebrating our beliefs and
trying to increase the faith of every Catholic.
Faith is a three part process. First, God gives us faith. Second, we freely accept this gift of faith. Third, we
put our faith into practice. Paul warns us in Galatians that practicing our faith with empty works like circumcision and the other six hundred some odd laws of Leviticus gives us no points in heaven. But James
clarifies Paul by letting us know that if we practice works that give fruit (the spiritual and corporal works of
mercy, for example), then our faith can increase and have merit.
How have you increased your faith this year? What spiritual exercises have you undertaken to build your
relationship with God and His Church? What works have you performed to help others and make yourself a
more faithful servant of God? Is your faith on a plateau that never seems to climb closer to Heaven?
Our parish and diocese, as well as our Order, gives us many opportunities to increase our faith. Our parish
is having a Day of Reflection on July 13th dedicated to the New Evangelization efforts of the Church,
teaching us how to bring our fallen brethren back to the fold and at the same time make us better stewards of the many graces bestowed upon us by Christ. Mary is especially honored in the New Evangelization
efforts, but do you honor her and ask her to help increase your faith? Another Day of Reflection will be
held before Advent to help us become closer to Jesus. Will you give one day of your time to God and get
closer to him?
A very small group (seven Knights out of almost 250 in our Council) recently attended the Diocesan Men's
Retreat in Crestview. It was a very spiritual experience, complete with Mass by our beloved Father Kurian,
good singing by our many baritone and bass voices, and a wonderful talk by our very own Deacon Chris
Christopher. As it happens, through the efforts of myself and Joe Scialdone, St. Rose of Lima was awarded the Advent Diocesan Men's Retreat, to be held on our very own parish campus on December 7th.
Please consider attending this retreat, and bring your sons and grandsons, nephews, and any young man
who could benefit from spiritual fulfillment.
Speaking of Mr. Scialdone, he and some others are trying to put together a Men's prayer group called the
Men of St. Joseph, to meet one morning a week at about 6am for prayer, fellowship, and study of the upcoming Sunday's Gospel. Call up Joe and tell him you want to become involved in this group - it is for all
men aged two to two hundred.

Many other opportunities abound for Knights to increase our faith. We are not only a Church built on the
community of individuals (not the individuals themselves, apart from everyone else), but we are an Order
build with the same foundations: Christ, His Mother, His Apostles. Anyone want to do a regular men's Bible
study? Study some Church documents? Read a spiritual book together?
Please work to increase your faith during this wonderful year the Church has given us to especially concentrate on this effort. Get together with your Brother Knights and start something. Attend one of the many
events we will be hosting this year. Start praying your Rosary daily. Do something. You will never regret
giving an extra hour each week (or two or ten) to Christ, His Mother, and His Church.
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Thanks to Bro. Ed Faxlanger for providing this article. Do you have information to share?
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